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"Research shows that parental
Interest in their child's education is
the single most powerful predictor of
achievement at age 16."

Tony Richardson, Executive Director Strategy & Policy, Becta'

! Quoted on the BECTA website. Mr Richardson is referring to the following research:
Feinstein, L. and Symons, J. (March 1997), Attainment In Secondary School, Discussion Paper
No. 341 Centre For Economic Performance,
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Introduction

We have reached a pivotal moment in English history. Never before has a
Government fought so hard to intrude into family life and never before have so
many parents and children risen up to defend themselves.

This report is ostensibly about planned changes to the law that will strip home
educators of their rights but it is about far more than that. The Government
would like local authorities to be given the legal right to enter the homes of
innocent families, and the right to interview their children alone. If these rights
are enshrined in law it won't just affect home educators, it will affect all
families. Once the door to one group of family homes is prised open, it will
only be a matter of time before the door of every home in England is wide
open to a stream of local authority officers telling us they know what is best for
our children and our families.

The Review of Elective Home Education in England has triggered widespread
opposition among those who know most about home education — the
practitioners. The picture painted of home education by Graham Badman is
unrecognisable to the thousands of families? in this country who exercise their
legal right to educate their children without sending them to school. His view is
unrecognisable to the thousands of grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends who share the lives of home educated children. It is unrecognisable to
the children themselves.

The review has brought welcome support for home educators from many
MPs, including the 43 who have signed Mark Field’s Early Day Motion® 1785:
“That this House acknowledges and celebrates the hard work of the many
home educators in Britain who teach their children to an exceptionally high
standard; recognises the excellent value they represent to the Government;
notes with concern the conflation of welfare concerns with education issues in
Government statements on home education; further notes with concern the
recommendations of the Badman Review which suggest closer monitoring of
home educators, including a compulsory annual registration scheme and right
of access to people's homes for local authority officials; and calls on the
Government to focus on its own ability to fulfil the Every Child Matters
objectives rather than undermine the independence and integrity of home
educators by enforcing the Badman recommendations.”

? Estimates range from 40 000 to 120 000 families
* The number who had signed up on 3 August 2009
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1.5 In addition to MPs, other notable people have been willing to join the public
debate about home education. Among those who contributed to this report
are:

e Home education researcher Dr Paula Rothermel of the University of
Durham

e Dr Robert Leese, a Fellow of St Catherine’s College, Oxford, where he
teaches mathematics (including statistics)

e Child protection expert Ben Grey

¢ Retired Ofsted Inspector Derry Hannam

e Author and Director of the Diploma in Creative Writing at the University of
Oxford Dr John Ballam®

1.6 ltis clear that the Government is uneasy about home education - over the

last 4 years it has addressed the matter in numerous ways:

We have seen:

e Consultation: Home Education Guidelines for LEAs (2005) — this
consultation specifically excluded home educating families

e DfES: Home Education Guidelines for Local Authorities in July 2007

e DCSF Statutory Guidance on Children at Risk of Not Receiving Suitable
Education October in 2008

¢ Review of Elective Home Education in England in 2009

In addition, other consultations such as ‘Children Missing Education’ (2007),

and ‘In Work, Better Off '(2007) have also had impact on home educating

families.

1.7  The Government is also planning two further home education consultations in
2010 on the definitions of “full-time education” and of “suitable and efficient
education”.

1.8  However, It is the legislation planned for this autumn that constitutes the most
immediate threat to home educators and it is this legislation that is the subject
of today’s mass lobby. The Government intends to use the Improving Schools
and Safeguarding Bill to:

e force home educating families to register every year with their local
authority

e give local authorities carte blanche to refuse registration

e give local authority officers the right of access to their homes and the right
to speak to their children alone

* Dr John Ballam’s books are published under the name of J.D. Ballam
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1.9

Home educators are renowned for their strong opinions and independent
spirit. They come from all faiths and none. They have as many approaches to
education as there are children. They rarely agree on anything. And yet they
are remarkably united in their opposition to these proposals.

There is great concern that their way of life will be legislated out of existence.
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2. Purpose of this report

The purpose of this report is:

To present the evidence in support of elective home education that was
dismissed by Graham Badman.

To demonstrate that effective legislation and procedures already exist to
protect home educated children, and also that some local child protection
groups address this robustly.

To present the cost implications of the report.

To show how the recommendations in the report would undermine the human
rights and civil liberties, not only of home educators, but of all parents.

To illustrate the way in which the recommendations of the report are likely to
have a negative impact on the learning and well being of home educated
children

To give the young people whose lives will be the most affected, and whose
views have been ignored by the Review, the opportunity to be heard.

To correct the false impression given of home educators by the Badman
report’s statistics and research

To call for MPs to reject the recommendations made in the report on the
grounds that some are disproportionate to the scale of any problem identified,
and that others are based on an inadequate understanding of the joys and
challenges facing home educators.
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3. The Case for Home Education —
put by the parents

3.1  There are many reasons why parents choose to home educate their children
and many ways of doing it. Some children never start school at all for
philosophical or religious reasons, others start and are withdrawn due to
bullying or the school’s inability to cope with Special Educational Needs,
including dyslexia, Asperger’s Syndrome, autism, ADHA®, and physical
disabilities.

3.2  There are parents who mix home education with school in different ways:
flexi-schooling where the child goes to school part-time; children who are
educated at home for the primary years and then sent to secondary school or
vice versa; and families with some children at school and others at home.

3.3  Every family is different. In this chapter, we will hear from a wide range of
home educating parents. First, three generations of the same family speak
about their experience:®

The grandmother:

A year ago, when my daughter first told me that she intended to home educate my
grandchildren, | had concerns about some aspects of this plan, largely

because home educating was something that was completely unfamiliar to me.
Since then, my reservations have vanished. My grandchildren love their lessons.
They are happy, confident, inquisitive and motivated. Their language skills are far in
advance of what one might normally expect for their ages.

They follow all the basics of the National Curriculum with a whole mass of extra
subjects being investigated in a way which would never be possible without one-to-
one teaching. All the home educating parents | have met during the year have
impressed me with their very evident commitment and enthusiasm for the job and
the many imaginative ways in which they approach it. | do hope that these parents,
and the many others who choose to educate their children in their own way, will
always be allowed to do so without unacceptable levels of control and interference
being imposed by the state.

> Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

®In all other cases full names of adults are used in this report. However, to protect the identity of these

children, the mother and grandmother requested anonymity. Names will be provided if requested by an MP.
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The mother:

My daughter was simply too young to start full time education. She found it
emotionally and physically exhausting. She began suffering migraines. My sister-
in-law, her three siblings and another very dear friend of mine were all home
educated and each of them is a very happy, well-balanced, contented, hard-
working individual with fabulous social skills. They encouraged me to try home
educating and - looking at how well they have turned out - we decided to give it a

go.

We are what is known as a structured home educating family. Each day both
children spend half an hour on the PC improving their ITC skills, and half an hour
watching schools programs. We then do and hour each of maths and English.
Later we spend time doing a science, history, ITC, art or geography project. The
children are thriving. They have excellent vocabularies and are enjoying their
education. The question that everyone asks me is about socialisation. Itis a
complete fallacy that home educated children are kept away from the rest of the
world or are ‘unsocialised." My children attend three classes a week (two of them
at the local Montessori school). They also have friends over for play-dates and the
like. Home education has been the best thing | have ever done for them.

The children: Hannah, aged 6

| think being home educated is good because you can see your Mummy and |
think you learn more at home than at school because when | went to my school |
didn't feel like | was learning.

Sam, aged 5

| like home educating because it's fun and | learn lots. It's great. The best thing
about being home educated is doing the work.
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3.4 Some families choose an autonomous (child-led) approach to home
education. It lies outside the prevailing educational paradigm and is widely
misunderstood. It will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 7: A Suitable
Education.

Stewart and Alison Tindale, East Yorkshire

We have two sons aged 15 and 9 who have never attended school. When our
children follow their own interests they do it for themselves. They are not trying to
prove themselves in the eyes of another. They don’t necessarily attempt to convey
their learning to others by ‘doing a project’ or labelling a diagram and they are not
trying to attain a pre-determined goal of understanding or skill from a scheme of
work.

For example, my son has come to understand why the Roman Empire was able to
conquer certain Celtic tribes through his interest in ancient weapons and fighting
techniques. But he didn’t set out to understand this, he was not immediately
interested in other comparisons between Roman and Celtic cultures and he did not
attempt to write an essay about it. We know about his understanding because we
chat about it but we wouldn’t want to tape our conversations as proof of his learning.
We want him to learn for himself, not for others, both because we know he is happier
this way and because we see intrinsically motivated learning as being of greater
value than extrinsically motivated learning. We do not want him to feel obliged to
demonstrate his learning to prove that his education is adequate.
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3.5 Families from many religions choose home education. Their faiths are all very
different and yet they are willing to work together to defend their right to home
educate, unimpeded by the Government or Local Authority officials. Here — in
alphabetical order of surname — are comments from three parents of faith who
home educate.

Tania Berlow, a Jewish mother, Somerset

My 10 year old daughter Eialh attended a Church of England school for two years.
In rural areas there is often no choice, one goes to one’s nearest school.
Travelling to family events and festivals is really important to my daughter and 1.
Jewish holidays invariably fall during school time. Although | had no trouble getting
time off school for religious reasons, | did feel that the emphasis on Christianity
(particularly Easter and Christmas) was overwhelming my daughter’s own sense of
her religion. There were quite a lot of Christian-related activities but because my
daughter was not able to be part of an active Jewish community in addition to
these activities, | felt that these activities were becoming her own 'memory of
childhood'. Now that she is home educated there is much more time to look at
‘Jewish' issues and history and culture, language and even food whereas fitting it
all into the weekend as well as school (two hours travel a day) was quite stressful.

As a small rural school, there was only one other child who was a different religion
and no children who were of a different colour other than white. My daughter asked
to be withdrawn from Religious Education and assembly as she felt uncomfortable
being the one who was 'different'.

Now that she is not in school we can travel to the nearest big town and take part in
Jewish activities and Sunday School. She also is doing an on-line Hebrew course.
Our local home education group has a few black and mixed race children - but alas
no Muslim children. However, | do feel she has a better 'mix' now that she is being
home educated. The parents of the other children mention similar reasons behind
home education although they would agree with me that religion and colour were
not the only reasons for considering home education.

S Gething, a Christian from Hampshire

Over the years we have adjusted our timetable many times. We are always striving
to find the most productive way of learning. We use a traditional approach in our
teaching.

Our day begins at 8am with a time of prayer and Bible reading, as well as memory
recall. This is the most important part, as we remember our Creator and the
blessings we have.
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The children are learning a new verse each week, even our three year old is learning
to join in. French follows on for half an hour (each lesson segment is half an hour as
| have found that our children concentrate best for shorter periods of time, except for
Mathematics which is allotted one hour). Music practice is the second period, piano
or recorder — though we do hope to begin violin when cost allows. | find that
alternating mentally challenging lessons with practical ones brings balance and
enjoyment to the day. Mathematics comes next with a daily speed drill, and thorough
grounding in fundamental principles. The children are working at a level 1-2 years
above their age using an American curriculum which they are mainly able to follow
on their own. This gives me time to see to our youngest.

If they complete the lesson within the hour then they can have time for reading, art or
exercise. After Maths we have physical exercise, generally Irish dancing practice
except for Tuesdays when we have P.E. English language finishes off the morning's
work apart for the last ten minutes which are given over to Chinese (our daughter is
attempting self-teaching using a book and a couple of websites) and Latin for our
eight year old son. Now we are ready for a well deserved two hour lunch break.

The afternoon begins with Science. Then we do English extension work. That
involves creative writing, spelling, poetry learning, word games and an occasional
hand-writing check. We continue with History and Geography where we are currently
looking at Africa. A period for Art or Music Theory/Singing follows, and we end the
day with reading. The children have some choice in what they read, but we make
sure that they cover a wide selection of both modern and classical authors, and
topics.

Having been a home-educated child myself, | make sure that ours do not lose out on
friends. Neither do they miss out on educational trips either in term time or during
holidays.

| hope that this description will help dispel some of the myths that surround home-
educated children, and demonstrate the flexibility and effectiveness of a parent-led
education which focuses on academic excellence, social development and sound
Christian principles.

Imran Shah, a Muslim, from East Sussex

Why do | home educate? If you had asked me 4 years ago, | would have referred
you to the much better results that home educated children produce. In the US,
where they are required to take SATS, HE children out perform schooled children by
margins of 20 to 30% in all subjects. Now, with 2 young children, neither of whom
has been to school or pre-school, | would say the biggest advantage is seeing how
happy my children are. They are ridiculously happy, and spend their days in playful
joy, surrounded by people who they love and who love them.
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Friends often tell me what their children are enduring at school. Often their children
don’t want to go. Our children don’'t wake to dread, knowing that they have to go
where they don’t want to go, to be with people they don’t want to be with, and do
stuff that they don’t want to do. Not only are our children happy, my wife and | are
happy. Our children grow up in joy and freedom. Happy children love to learn, and
learn well.

Another reason why we home educate is to do with socialisation. Immersing a child
in a group environment, does not bring about healthy socialisation. If it did then
social interactions in the playground would be characterised by generosity, humility
and service, instead of the pettiness, bullying, and the peer group pressure that is
typical of school social interaction. My children play with the children of our friends.
There is no bullying in our community. School with its enforced age segregation, fails
to prepare its young charges for adult interaction. Instead children have to endure
the kind of hostile behaviour that we would not expect any adult to put up with. Our
children do not live in a world divided into “us” (the children) and “them” (the
teachers). What our children witness is healthy social interaction within the kind of
multi-generational community that is typical of post-school life. What they don’t
witness is people being teased because they are different, or because of the colour
of their skin, or their religion, or because they have a disability. In our social sphere,
all people are valued.

The Holy Quran enjoins Muslims not to provide any academic instruction until the
child is 7. Advances in neurology have confirmed the wisdom of this edict. Children’s
brains have not developed sufficiently for them to be able to deal with academic
work, without future development being stunted in some way. While we do not follow
an explicitly religious style of home education, there are key themes that are central
to Islam and perhaps to other faiths too. Most importantly we are providing a safe,
loving and nurturing environment in which our children can grow and thrive.
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5. The Case for Home Education —
put by the young people

Kerrin, aged 17, from Hampshire, is the second of five children who have been
autonomously home educated all their lives. She was keen to put the case for home
education from the point of view of the young people it most affects. This is her
chapter.

| asked various people who had experienced home education to tell me about it.
Some people spoke to me face to face, and others sent contributions by email. While
a number of these home educators are now adults, others are still in their

teens. Some children also responded.

All were electively home educated for some, or all, of the compulsory component.

Of the adults, Daniel Bright, age 21, is now studying with the Open University; Jo
Risbridger, aged 20 is at university as well; Toby Williams, aged 18, is taking a gap
year after which he intends to study engineering; and Andy Moore, aged 23, is
running his own business in New Zealand. Malchus Kern, aged 19, was home
educated in England, but now lives in Germany and has completed a university
degree there.

Quotes from the people I interviewed are in boxes. These are the main points that
came out of our discussions:

Home Education is personalised learning

Curricula are tailored to the children using them in a way that would not be possible
in an average school set-up. Learning is based upon personal passion and interest,
and there is a sense of the individual taking responsibility for his own learning. As a
result, the education is interesting and fulfilling, and motivation is high.

Arthur, age 8, from Hampshire
With home education, you can learn in your own way, So you can learn better.

Sarah, age 10, from Tyne & Wear
Being at home gave me more time to think about what | was doing.
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Katherine, age 14, from Hampshire

| have been home educated for about three years since coming out of school at the
end of year 6. My brother was home educated before me and is now enjoying
studying Music and French at Bristol University. | love home education because it
means | am able to study the things | really want to learn. For example, | have been
learning Greek and Biblical Hebrew, two subjects | would not have even had the
chance to learn had | gone to secondary school. It’s great being able to make all
your own choices - what courses you do, what subjects, how you do them, and so
much more.

Hannah, age 15, from Cambridgeshire

Home education has changed my life for the better in so many ways. | went to state
school until the end of year seven. My family and | are Christians and so this is a
very important part of our lives. My parents felt that it was very important to teach us
from the Bible as well as teach us academic things. Back then there were four of us
children with another on the way. My younger brothers were all very excited about
the prospect of being home-educated. However, my parents gave me the choice of
staying at school or not. After much thought and prayer | decided to be home
educated. | have to say it was probably one of the best decisions | have made in my
life so far.

Home education allows the child to develop at his own pace, according to his
own unigue aptitudes and abilities.

Because the curriculum is personalised, there can be a focus on the child’s particular
gifts without compromise. The pace at which skills are developed can be set
according to each individual. Whilst some are more intellectually-minded (and would
therefore be able to learn at a faster pace than in school), others might need more
time to develop in academic skills, but in the meantime they can invest in other skills
such as music, art, dance and sport.

For example, Maths was never really my strong point. In fact, | exasperated my
parents so much that my mother completely gave up trying to teach me the subject
when | was nine.
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If I had gone to school, | would have had trouble, because | could not focus my
attention on academic work for more than 15 minutes at a time, and | needed to
move around a lot. In the process | could have been made to feel like a failure; it is
always difficult if you feel different to the rest of your group. But instead of seeing my
endless amounts of energy as a problem, my parents encouraged me to use that
energy constructively — | took up riding lessons, | pursued water sports and
swimming, and | cycled a lot, | baked and cooked, | played. | also invested in my
artistic gifts. At the time, my mum had a close friend who was the art teacher in a
local school. She made it possible for me to join in with the class art lessons, as well
as having private lessons. | did well with my artwork and ended up winning a number
of awards.

In my early teen years, | realised that there was a definite need for academic
subjects. So, at the age of 14, | joined a tutorial group of 10 home educated students
intending to do a GCSE in Drama. Initially | found the work load to be quite
overwhelming as | was not used to writing essays and having deadlines. However, |
had a very supportive tutor, who both challenged and encouraged me to overcome
my fears. Nine months later we took the exam, and | got a result of ‘B’ — about which
| was over the moon! Taking that GCSE was so much more than just another exam,
it was a triumph for me, a symbol of overcoming something that would previously
have been an issue. This was my first ever written exam, but | was ready to handle
it. | felt the need to do the GCSE, so | took ownership — this meant handling the lows
as well as the highs.

Having done one GCSE course, | felt confident that | would be able to do more. So
the following year, | completed two more GCSEs — English Language and English
Literature; for which | received an ‘A’ and a ‘B.” At the moment | am working on my
old nemesis — Maths; | am in the process of preparing for the GCSE. | am following a
modular approach, and achieved an A for the first module.

However, GCSE’s have not been the most important focus in my life. | love horses,
and so | have given most of my attention to equine studies with the British Horse
Society and then with Parelli Natural Horsemanship, alongside caring for my own
little herd of six horses and ponies.

| think there is so much truth in the idea: ‘When the student is ready, the teacher will
appear’.

Why is it that our society puts such a huge amount of pressure to perform on
children, when in fact they may not be ready for a certain subject? It's not to say that
the subject is bad, or lacks interest for the child, but the timing might be wrong.
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Beth, age 11, from Leicestershire

Home education has freed me. | am now able to learn instead of sit somewhere
where | don't learn anything and then get told off for forgetting that | have been told.
At school they bully you into learning stuff and tell you off if you don't manage to do
it.

Toby Williams, aged 18, from Scotland

| was home-educated from when | was 7 to when | was 16. I'm in a bit of a unique
situation with my education in that | was home-educated to GCSE level, then
attended school for just one subject, Maths, and taught myself Physics and History
at GCSE level. Having gained high marks in all my subjects (I had also done three
O-levels the year before at home) | then went to college for 2 years, coming out with
decent qualifications and a place in Strathclyde University to do a BEng in Civil
Engineering. | would say that home-schooling has prepared me very well for the
course | want to take, for the simple reason that it was flexible enough to allow me to
pursue the subjects I liked. So all in all, | think Home Education has worked great for
me, because it’s given me the freedom and thus the confidence to pursue what |
really want to do.

Home education enhances self awareness and individuality.

Because the individuality of the child is accepted and respected, the child learns to
trust himself — his own sense of who he is and what he likes and dislikes.

My parents never knocked the interest-based learning out of me. They could’ve
forced me to do those subjects that | found impossible and horrible when | was nine,
and made me do various tests so that | would be ‘prepared’ for the ‘real world’, but at
what cost? Would the person inside of me have been defeated purely for the sake of
some exam? And would | have learned to love those subjects?

One might argue that the pressure | was initially put under when 1 first encountered
written exams at GCSE level was not fair; if | had been in a school, | would’ve been
better prepared for this. However, | was ready for the challenge when it came, and |
felt in control because it was my own choice to do it. At an earlier stage, and without
choice, I think the pressure would have caused an emotional and intellectual shut
down.

Instead | had a precious childhood, and my strong sense of self is the fruit of it.
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Waiting was risky, because my parents had to put a certain degree of trust in me, in
my motivation and in my innate capacity to learn. They ran the risk that | would not
make much of my life. Many people believe that a child will not learn unless he is
made to do so. My parents knew that | would not learn if | were made to do so.

| don’t know any home educated children who have had this kind of ownership in
their learning who have abused it. After all, what is there to abuse when it is what
you want to do?

Jenni Koetsier, age 19, from Hampshire

| have always been home educated or studied through correspondence colleges.
Following this educational method has taught me to be independent and self-
directed in my studies. Although my parents have given necessary guidance in my
learning, there has always been a strong emphasis in our home on each individual
finding their own passion; that spark that makes being alive worthwhile, and on using
that passion as a direction marker in the pursuit of knowledge and skills. A wonderful
effect of this is that | have a strong sense of who | am and of what | want out of my
life.

Home educated people are able to realise their goals and objectives

Initially the parents support and facilitate the children’s learning experiences. As they
mature they become competent at managing their own learning. Because they know
what they want and are motivated to get it, they have the perseverance needed to
succeed.

In the 17 years that | have been home educated, | have developed an interest in
learning as a lifestyle, rather than as something separate from my day to day life,
and | have opened many potential career options.

| successfully completed GCSE’s, British Horse Society exams, Parelli Natural
Horsemanship assessments, Royal Yachting Association certificates, Ballet and Tap
Dancing exams, and | am now planning to spend a few months with a charity that
works with orphaned children in Tanzania, after which | am considering doing a
degree through the Open University.

Peter, age 13, from Suffolk

My curiosity can be satisfied at any time now and on any subject, without diverting
away from my own thoughts of what | wish to know. | love home education it has
given me the freedom to learn at my own pace. Pure bliss...
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Daniel Bright, age 21, from London

Until the age of 11, my timetable was simply a set of exercises from textbooks;
maths, English, geography, italics, French, and PE (running around the garden on
trikes). Once I'd finished these, | was free to play with my older brother. But learning
didn't end in the 'classroom’, building Lego models from plans as my brother did, or
from my imagination as | did. The rule of thumb was no screens, TV or otherwise,
before lunch.

After age 11 things became ever-so-slightly more structured. From 9 to 11 o’clock
was English, science, and Bible history with mum, and then afterwards my older
brother and I did our own work which was marked by one of our parents. This
stayed the norm until GCSE's were completed for which | got an A (French), B
(Spanish), and 2 C’s(Maths and English)

Jenni Koestier, age 19, from Hampshire

There is something amazing in having set my own goals, having that direct and
specific ownership, insight and understanding as to why | have chosen to do
something. This is a motivating drive in me that | much prefer to being told what to
do just 'because’ someone else told me to, because someone else felt it was best, or
because everyone else does it that way. | constantly ask ‘why'? Why am | doing
something, how am | growing and where does it lead me? | prefer to evaluate my
progress based on where | was and on how | have improved more than comparing
myself to other's achievements. | do however | love the inspiration drawn from the
lives of others as a further spark to my own personal journey and believe that there
are benefits to group learning.

For the first part of my life, my learning tools were eclectic; a Maths text, assorted
worksheets, lots of books, travel, real life hands-on learning experiences and the
internet. | have done and experienced things to which a child in the usual school
system would not necessarily have been exposed. | did a year of Latin — which |
didn't really enjoy, but | am still glad | did it. From the age of fourteen | began looking
into some GCSE subjects and | enjoyed having some formative structure to my
learning. | did two years of professional ballet training (2007 and 2008); it was
connected to a ballet company rather than a school so it was non academic.
However in the second year | decided to pick up two A Levels via correspondence
which | completed this year. | have just survived my second day of week two at
Winchester University studying Journalism and Choreography and Dance and | am
doing well.
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In conclusion | feel that my journey has successfully taken me to Higher Education,
but that the journey alone was very diverse and interesting - which made it
worthwhile in itself. | have been given the opportunity to explore ideas without the
distractions of peer pressure. | haven’t had to conform to societal norms, and have
thus seen the world from a broader perspective. Home Education has allowed me to
develop a strong sense of personal identity.

Home educators are creative about accessing extended learning opportunities

People think we miss out on things; that there are so many opportunities in school.
This may be true, but we get to take hold of other opportunities instead.

Because | was home educated | have been able to make the most of my interest in
horses, progressing at a faster rate than expected simply because | had plenty of
time available to focus on my interest - | completed BHS Stage 1, and am currently
studying Level 3 Parelli Natural Horsemanship. | am particularly interested in horses
with behavioural problems — what made them that way and what we can do to help
solve them. | have been on many Natural Horsemanship clinics, both as a spectator
and as a patrticipant. | have spent many hours doing both voluntary and paid work on
various equestrian yards — from competition environments to leisure yards. | have
also had the opportunity to work with a freelance riding instructor, and | found this
very valuable. | have had horses of my own, and have helped with the schooling of
other people’s horses. | earned enough money in this way to be able to buy a young
Dales pony that | trained and backed from scratch — he is 4 years old now and ready
to be sold to a special home. | am really proud of the work | have done with him. In
addition | have taught my younger sisters almost everything they know about horses
and riding — this has been very satisfying.

Home educators can, by default, miss out on the dynamics of peer group learning.
However, one develops the skills of flexibility and focus instead — | am just as
capable of learning with my 8 year old sister, as sitting in a seminar aimed at adults.
Having said this though, it was possible for me to complete all my GCSEs with a
group of home educated teenagers around my own age and thus | personally don’t
feel that | lost out on the group dynamics. | am also a part of a theatre group, in
which we work with our peers and also with other age groups. My little sister and |
are in the same theatre group, which is a lot of fun, because all my friends find her
SO cute.

Many home educators meet once or twice a week to study together, creating a co-
operative learning environment. A parent who feels suitably qualified might help the
children develop in one subject, while another parent will assist in a different subject.
Older children might help look after the babies while parents work with young
children, followed by the older children studying together while the children and
babies play.
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However, as | mentioned earlier, learning doesn’t happen only within the constraints
of the classroom - weekly outings to the public swimming pool might be just as
educational.

Home educators regularly go on outings together. Activities we have participated in
include: orienteering courses, outings to museums, historical buildings, and zoos, art
and craft activities, focus workshops, hands-on learning centres, sports days, trips to
major cities, concerts, theatre productions, cinemas, and beach days. Travel is a
feature of home education; people are always going on trips of one sort or another.
Because the group is often smaller and more informal in its structure than school-
groups, these outings can be more personalised.

| have been particularly fortunate in that | have been able to pursue my interests
under the tutorship of people who are highly qualified and who love what they do. My
parents have put a lot of effort into helping me access experts in their fields.

Malchus Kern, age 19, living in Germany

Being home educated gave me the opportunity to intensively deal with a subject,
over a period of time. It was possible for me to approach these subjects on my own,
with assistance when | required it. Through my many travels, | have met a variety of
people, and have been exposed to many different cultures and ways of life. | have
learned several languages in a natural way, without the need of a classroom and
teacher. | have now completed a degree and | am preparing to be self-employed. |
am a very happy person.

Home education ultimately produces self-directed, confident individuals

When people feel respected and valued, a sense of personal identity develops.

We need people who don’t base their value only upon the opinions of others, but
upon their own deep sense of what life truly is. Such people are successful in life;
they know what they’re about, and no one can knock that confidence out of them —
even though they may not have followed conventional paths.

| am more and more convinced that if people are self-confident and have a passion
for life, they will make a contribution of some sort.

Early last year, | spent a week sailing with the Ocean Youth Trust South. The Trust
invited me back as a member of their voluntary Sea-Staff and sponsored my training.
Since then | have done five voyages on the ‘John Laing’, sailing as Relief Bosun.
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This has given me an opportunity to build my own sailing qualifications and
knowledge (I have completed RYA Start Yachting, Competent Crew, and most of the
Watch Leader syllabus), whilst helping and supporting young people sailing with the
Charity — individual bookings, Young Care Taker groups, Private School groups, and
groups of highly disabled or disadvantaged teenagers. The teamwork and relational
skills I have developed as a result of growing up with 4 siblings have been beneficial
when sailing with 17 other people. | enjoy working with OYT, and will continue to do
So.

George, age 12, from Lancashire

Now | am home educated | don't have to sit at the naughty boys table, | wasn't
naughty but as | couldn't keep up | had to sit with them and they made it harder as
they kept messing about.

Now | am home educated | can get help from my mom when | get stuck, she
explains things to me and takes time to make sure | understand. When | was at
school the teacher never used to have time and wouldn't listen when | said | didn't
understand. | had to spend my playtimes trying to catch up.

Now | am home educated | can do things at my own pace and not have to worry
about lots of other children doing everything so much better than | was.

Now | am home educated | feel more confident in my work and learning.

Now | am home educated | am me at last.

Home education enhances the development of